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18MHS/0683 Attachment 1 

Report domestic violence to save more 
lives, says murder victim Alison Baden-
Clay’s sister 
Rebecca DiGirolamo, Sunday Mail (SA) 
August 4, 2018 7:00pm 
Subscriber only 

THE sister of murder victim Allison Baden-Clay says mandatory notification of 
domestic violence is the first step to ensuring family, friends and professionals can 
help women escape Allison’s fate. 

Vanessa Fowler, director of the Allison Baden-Clay Foundation, will tell an Adelaide 
audience at a Junction Australia event next month that the role of bystanders in 
ending domestic and family violence is critical. 

Allison was killed by her husband in Queensland in 2012. The case 
produced a national uproar when Gerard Baden-Clay’s murder conviction 
was downgraded to manslaughter, but it was later reinstated by the High 
Court. 

“As a society we are brought up to mind our own business and that what 
happens in someone else’s marriage should be left behind closed doors,” 
Mrs Fowler said. 

“But this needs to change. Putting mandatory reporting in place will show 
the country that domestic violence is our business and gives us the capacity 
to do something about it.” 

She said a domestic violence reporting line would enable mandated 
professionals and non-mandated families and friends to raise the alarm of 
suspected violence. 

“Domestic violence is hidden. It’s not always a black eye, and there isn’t 
always abuse that you can see, but there are signs and most family and 
friends, and those working in the field of women’s services, need a way to 
report and investigate without fear of making things worse,” she said. 

There is no mandated requirement anywhere in Australia, unlike for child 
abuse. 

Under SA’s Children’s Protection Act, a mandated notifier must tell the 
Department for Child Protection if they suspect a child has or is being 
abused or neglected. 
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Mandated notifiers include police, doctors, dentists, psychologists, 
pharmacists, social workers and teachers. Under the Act, a mandated 
notifier can be anonymous and is immune from civil liability for reporting a 
suspicion in good faith. 

Women’s Safety Services SA CEO Maria Hagias said mandated 
requirements for domestic violence would require comprehensive 
consultation processes to ensure the safety of women and children. 

SA Attorney-General Vickie Chapman would not comment on mandatory 
notification but said new legislation would ensure victims were notified of 
updated parole or bail conditions of perpetrators. 

Other changes would expand the definition of domestic violence, allow 
body-worn police camera evidence, create a new offence of non-fatal 
strangulation and raise intervention order penalties. 

Originally published as Why family violence reporting should be mandatory 
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SPEECH NOTES 

Hon Michelle Lensink MLC 

MINISTER FOR HUMAN SERVICES 

‘Not so pretty: Unmasking domestic violence’ 
Junction Australia 

Acknowledgements: 

Assistant Minister for Domestic and Family Violence Prevention, Ms Carolyn Power MP 
Ms Vanessa Fowler, sister of Allison Baden-Clay 
Ms Shaan Ross-Smith, Director of Griffith University’s MATE Bystander Program 
Ms Maria Palumbo CEO Junction Australia 
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• We acknowledge that the land we meet on today is the traditional lands for the 

Kaurna people and that we respect their spiritual relationship with their Country. 

We also acknowledge the Kaurna people as the traditional custodians of the 

Adelaide region and that their cultural and heritage beliefs are still as important 

to the living Kaurna people today.  

• I acknowledge: 

o Assistant Minister for Domestic and Family Violence Prevention, Ms Carolyn 

Power MP 

o Ms Vanessa Fowler, sister of Allison Baden-Clay 

o Ms Shaan Ross-Smith, Director of Griffith University’s MATE Bystander 

Program 

o Ms Maria Palumbo CEO Junction Australia 

• Thank you Maria for the invitation to be here today.  

• We are here to support an event titled ‘Not so pretty: Unmasking domestic 

violence’, it is sad that events like this need to happen but I am always 

encouraged by the proactive work community organisations do in this space. 

• It is critical that government at all levels works together with community to 

achieve positive and lasting change in this area. 

• Going into the election we made a range of commitments aimed at preventing 

domestic and family violence, including: 

o A funded peak body for domestic violence services; 

o A personal protection app; 
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o A twelve month statewide trial of a Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme that 

will begin 2 October [FM1]this year; 

o Expanding safety hubs across South Australia co locating services; 

o Increasing crisis accommodation; 

o Delivering a 24/7 specialist domestic crisis line;  

o More targeted rehabilitation for perpetrators of domestic violence.  

• Since March we have held four domestic violence roundtables with service 

providers in the domestic, family and sexual violence space – one metropolitan 

and two regional (held in Berri and Mount Gambier), with two more scheduled in 

early October to be held in Whyalla and Port Lincoln.  

• We are ensuring that these election commitments are implemented in close 

consultation with stakeholders to ensure best practice.  

• Recently consultation was conducted by the Attorney-General on a range of 

proposed legislative reforms that will further strengthen domestic and family 

violence laws through changes such as: 

o Creating a new offence for non-fatal strangulation; 

o Increasing penalties for repeated breaches of intervention orders; 

o Adding a specific reference to forced marriage in the state’s intervention order 

laws, meaning that forced marriage will be clearly defined as a form of abuse 

and can be used as the basis for seeking an intervention order; 

o Allowing video evidence recorded by police to be used in court; and 

o Expanding the definition of domestic abuse to include more types of 

relationships and abusive behaviours. 
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• These are some of the initiatives that our government is implemented. However 

we know that to prevent domestic and family violence we need the whole 

community to be involved. 

• Events such as this continue to educate the community about the role they can 

play in creating safer communities for everyone. We will hear soon about one 

such initiative aiming to education the community about their role as bystanders. 

• It is also important that we maintain the national conversations that aim to ensure 

that victims are not blamed for the violence they are experiencing and that we all 

play our part in challenging sexist comments, discriminatory actions and social 

norms.   

• Organisations such as Our Watch (of which South Australia is a member) are 

harnessing this conversation and educating the community about the role that 

gender inequality plays in enabling violence against women to occur.  Together 

with White Ribbon Australia, which is focused on harnessing the role that men 

can play in prevention, and movements such as ‘hashtag Me Too’, our 

community is making a difference. 

• Later in the year we again engage the 16 days of activism against gender-based 

violence that provides another opportunity to harness our discussions and 

promote the role of the community. The 16 days begins on 25 November - the 

International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women - and runs until 

10 December - International Human Rights Day.  

• As we hear from Vanessa and Shaan I hope we will consider what role we can 

play in preventing domestic, family and sexual violence. We all have a role in 

influencing the people we meet in places where we live, work and play.  

• Thankyou to Junction Australia and to Maria for hosting this event. Thanks also to 

Vanessa Fowler for giving her time and commitment through her own loss, and to 

Shaan Ross-Smith for your guidance on bystander intervention.  
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• I look forward myself to increasing my knowledge and skills to become better 

equipped as a bystander. 

• Thank you again for inviting me to say a few words today. 

 

ENDS. 
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Draft running sheet 

Junction Australia event ‘Not So Pretty – Unmasking Domestic Violence’ 

11:45am – 1pm Thursday 27 September 2018, John Halbert Room, Adelaide Oval 

11:45am – 
12:05pm 

Guests arrive. Light networking lunch standing/casual seating 

12:05pm Maria encourages guests to be seated in informal lecture style 

12:10pm Maria welcomes guests, provides a short introduction of the rationale 
behind the event and Junctions work in the DV space. Introduces 
Minister Lensink  (if Minister able to speak or Minister’s representative). 

12:15pm Minister Lensink provides opening remarks 

12:20pm Maria thanks Minister and introduces Vanessa Fowler to speak 

12:40pm Vanessa’s presentation concludes. Followed straight by Shaan Ross-
Smith, Director of the MATE Bystander program. 

12:50pm Q and A 

1pm Maria thanks speakers, guests and closes event. Guests invited to stay 
to chat if they have time. 
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