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Summary
This report presents the results of the validation of the Family Snapshot tool.
The Family Snapshot is an assessment tool used across South Australia’s Child and Family Support System (CFSS) to measure changes in family functioning and child wellbeing for families receiving Intensive Family Services. 
Grounded in a social-ecological framework, it captures practitioner perceptions of families’ experience of individual, family, household and community factors that influence child safety and wellbeing. 
Data is collected at service commencement and service closure with the aim to measure the prevalence, intensity and extent of change achieved through service delivery.
This report outlines the rigorous validation process that was applied, using more than 1,100 Baseline and 569 matched Baseline–Service Closure Snapshots (Oct 2021 – Jun 2023), confirmed four core domains—Housing, Social Support, Family Safety and Child Wellbeing. Reliability was high, and the tool demonstrated dimensional stability and external validity through alignment with independent Family Complexity data. 
Predictive models further showed the tool can distinguish between neglect and abuse. A validated 22-item scale was established, with five additional clinical items retained for practice use but excluded from the statistical domain structure due to inconsistent loadings.
The validated tool strengthens the CFSS evidence base by enabling population-level insights, supporting service planning and continuous improvement. 
Next steps include further external validation using linked datasets, subgroup testing 
(e.g., Aboriginal families, pregnant parents), periodic re-testing of item loadings as the dataset grows, and exploring a shortened version.
Overall, the report shows that the tool is valid and reliable for use by Intensive Family Services.
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